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546 CORRESPONDENCE. 

Byzantine churches, the manifest destruction and reconstruction in 
later times, and the fact that on the north and northwest sides, where 
the land has reached the upper level, there was no need of layers of 
masonry. 

I do not know of other instances of a gigantic circular structure 
to give " a huge image a secure and elevated position." 

If Mr. Crosby had inquired into the nature of the statue upon 
which he bases so much, I could have informed him, in the first place, 
that the statue was not larger than double life-size. Moreover, from 
the marble technique, the statue cannot be assigned to an earlier date 
than the year 300 b. c, and may be much later ; while even elementary 
training in the history of classical architecture teaches that the lower 
wall with the large orthostatic the whole without clamps or mortar, 
belonged to a very remote period of Greek architecture, and could 
never have been created for that statue. 

The whole structure is of great importance and interest, and sug- 
gests many questions yet unsolved. But Mr. Crosby's strictures are 
without any ground. There can be no controversy with him on 
these points. 

Chables Waldstein. 

I must remark that when I said that the so-called "Tomb of 
Leonidas " had the form of a templum in antis, I had good grounds 
for saying this. The name by which it goes in guide-books and 
among the peasants is no more the one " usually accepted " by seri- 
ous archffiologists than the term "the Lantern of Diogenes " is at 
Athens. 



AMERICAN SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE IN ROME. 

There has been quite a general wish to see the establishment in 
Rome of an American School of Archaeology and Philology. Profes- 
sors of Latin at some of our Colleges have interested themselves in 
the plan, and the Council of the Archaeological Institute at its meet- 
ing last May appointed a committee that should cooperate with an 
organized attempt to bring about the foundation of such a school. 

In the meantime a trial has been made of another sort and on an 
independent basis, and an American School of Architecture was 
opened in Rome this autumn. Whether, through the cooperation 
of Latinists and archaeologists, there may be a consolidation of the 
various interests, remains to be seen. It is to be hoped for. We 
print below a communication from Prof W. R. Ware, of Columbia Col- 
lege, wherein the genesis and character of the new school are outlined : 

" Early in the summer a movement was set on foot to establish in 
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Rome a School of Architecture for the benefit of American students, 
and particularly of the holders of traveling scholarships in architec- 
ture. It appeared that the promoters of the scheme had already made 
sure of support to the extent of five thousand dollars a year, for three 
years, by way of experiment. Upon this assurance a Managing Com- 
mittee was organized consisting of Mr. R. M. Hunt, Mr. C. F. McKim, 
Mr. W. A. Boring, Mr. W. M. Kendall, Mr. Augustus St. Gaudens, 
Mr. Edward Simmons, Mr. H. G. Marquand and Mr. J. A. Garland, 
of New York ; Mr. R. S. Peabody and Mr. Martin Brimmer, of Bos- 
ton ; Mr. D. H. Burnham and Mr. Franklin McVeagh, of Chicago ; Mr. 
George E. Leighton, of St. Louis, and the chiefs of the departments of 
Fine Arts or of Architecture in the principal colleges which maintain 
courses in Architecture, namely. Professor Norton, of Harvard Col- 
lege; Professor Chandler, of the Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology ; Professor Ware, of Columbia College ; Professor Babcock, of 
Cornell University ; Professor Ricker, of the University of Minnesota, 
and Professor Laird, of the University of Pennsylvania. A tentative 
outline of policy was adopted, setting forth that it was the purpose of 
the founders to maintain a library and work-rooms in Rome, to receive 
as members of the school only the holders of traveling scholarships 
and others of equal attainments, that the course of study should cover 
six months in Rome itself and three or four months in Greece and 
Sicily and in other parts of Italy, and that while hospitality would 
naturally and cordially be extended to other persons, and especially 
to architects and students of architecture, these good offices should not 
be allowed to interfere at any time with the work of the students or 
occupy the time and attention of the ofiicer in charge. It was agreed 
that this officer should have the title of Secretary, and that the work 
of local administration should be in his hands, the question how far 
and to whom the privileges of the school should be extended being 
left to his judgment. It is not impossible that the literary and work- 
rooms may prove serviceable to the students of archaeology and an- 
tiquities, and even that, as has already been suggested, some coopera- 
tion may be established which shall be of mutual advantage with 
such students. 

" The School of Architecture was opened on the first of November 
under the charge of Mr. Austin W. Lord as Secretary, and with three 
holders of fellowships as students, in convenient rooms in the Palazzo 
Torlonia, at the corner of the Via dei Condotti and the Via Bocca di 
Leone, between the Corso and the Piazza di Spagna. It is understood 
that a special prize of the value of fifteen hundred dollars will be 
offered by some of the promoters of the enterprise, to be competed for 
this next year by graduates of architectural schools." 



